
Reasons not to sin ... besides the obvious. Reasons not to sin ... besides the obvious. Reasons not to sin ... besides the obvious. Reasons not to sin ... besides the obvious. 
Because a little sin leads to more sin.Because a little sin leads to more sin.Because a little sin leads to more sin.Because a little sin leads to more sin.

John 8:34 (NLT)

Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin.

1 Corinthians 5:6(NLT)

Your boasting about this is terrible. Don’t you realize that this sin is like a little yeast that 

spreads through the whole batch of dough?

Because my sin invites the discipline of God.Because my sin invites the discipline of God.Because my sin invites the discipline of God.Because my sin invites the discipline of God.

Hebrews 12:4-11 (PWP)

In this all-out match against sin, others have suffered far worse than you, to say nothing of 

what Jesus went through—all that bloodshed! So don't feel sorry for yourselves. Or have you 

forgotten how good parents treat children, and that God regards you as his children? 

   My dear child, don't shrug off God's discipline,  but don't be crushed by it either. It's the 

child he loves that he disciplines;  the child he embraces, he also corrects.

God is educating you; that's why you must never drop out. He's treating you as dear children. 

This trouble you're in isn't punishment; it's training, the normal experience of children. Only 

irresponsible parents leave children to fend for themselves. Would you prefer an irresponsible 

God? We respect our own parents for training and not spoiling us, so why not embrace God's 

training so we can truly live? While we were children, our parents did what seemed best to 

them. But God is doing what is best for us, training us to live God's holy best. At the time, 

discipline isn't much fun. It always feels like it's going against the grain. Later, of course, it 

pays off handsomely, for it's the well-trained who find themselves mature in their rela-

tionship with God. 

Because others, including my family suffer consequences due to my sin. Because others, including my family suffer consequences due to my sin. Because others, including my family suffer consequences due to my sin. Because others, including my family suffer consequences due to my sin. 

Jeremiah 29:32 (NLT)

I will punish him and his family. None of his descendants will see the good things I will do for 

my people, for he has incited you to rebel against me. I, the Lord, have spoken!

Excerpts taken Jim Elliff



Because repenting of my sin is such a painful process, yet I must repent. Because repenting of my sin is such a painful process, yet I must repent. Because repenting of my sin is such a painful process, yet I must repent. Because repenting of my sin is such a painful process, yet I must repent. 

2 Corinthians 7:9-10 (NLT)

Now I am glad I sent it, not because it hurt you, but because the pain caused you to repent and 

change your ways. It was the kind of sorrow God wants his people to have, so you were not 

harmed by us in any way. For the kind of sorrow God wants us to experience leads us away 

from sin and results in salvation. There’s no regret for that kind of sorrow. But worldly sor-

row, which lacks repentance, results in spiritual death.

Because it is impossible to sin and follow the Spirit at the same time.Because it is impossible to sin and follow the Spirit at the same time.Because it is impossible to sin and follow the Spirit at the same time.Because it is impossible to sin and follow the Spirit at the same time.

Galatians 6:7-8

Don't be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person plants, he will harvest. The person 

who plants selfishness, ignoring the needs of others—ignoring God!—harvests a crop of weeds. 

All he'll have to show for his life is weeds! But the one who plants in response to God, letting 

God's Spirit do the growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life.

Luke 16:13

No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to 

one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.

Matthew 16:24

If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your 

cross, and follow me.

Because I promised God he would be Lord of my life.Because I promised God he would be Lord of my life.Because I promised God he would be Lord of my life.Because I promised God he would be Lord of my life.

Romans 10:9

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 

him from the dead, you will be saved. 



Because, though forgiven, I will review this very sin at the Judgment Because, though forgiven, I will review this very sin at the Judgment Because, though forgiven, I will review this very sin at the Judgment Because, though forgiven, I will review this very sin at the Judgment 
Seat where loss and gain of eternal rewards are applied. Seat where loss and gain of eternal rewards are applied. Seat where loss and gain of eternal rewards are applied. Seat where loss and gain of eternal rewards are applied. 

Romans 2:5-11(NLT)

 But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible pun-

ishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be re-

vealed. He will judge everyone according to what they have done. He will give eternal life to 

those who keep on doing good, seeking after the glory and honor and immortality that God of-

fers. But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to 

obey the truth and instead live lives of wickedness. There will be trouble and calamity for ev-

eryone who keeps on doing what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gentile. But there 

will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for 

the Gentile. For God does not show favoritism.

Romans 14:11-12 (NLT)

For the Scriptures say, 

“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, ‘every knee will bend to me,

      and every tongue will confess and give praise to God’”

Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God.

Because sin and guilt may harm both mind and body.Because sin and guilt may harm both mind and body.Because sin and guilt may harm both mind and body.Because sin and guilt may harm both mind and body.

Romans 1:21-25

Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And 

they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark 

and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And instead of worshiping 

the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and 

animals and reptiles.

 So God abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they 

did vile and degrading things with each other’s bodies. They traded the truth about God for a 

lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is 

worthy of eternal praise! Amen. 

Romans 1:28-32

Since they thought it foolish to acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking 

and let them do things that should never be done. Their lives became full of every kind of wick-

edness, sin, greed, hate, envy, murder, quarreling, deception, malicious behavior, and gossip. 

They are backstabbers, haters of God, insolent, proud, and boastful. They invent new ways of 

sinning, and they disobey their parents. They refuse to understand, break their promises, are 

heartless, and have no mercy. They know God’s justice requires that those who do these 

things deserve to die, yet they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to 

do them, too.



Because the supposed benefits of my sin will never outweigh the Because the supposed benefits of my sin will never outweigh the Because the supposed benefits of my sin will never outweigh the Because the supposed benefits of my sin will never outweigh the 
consequences of disobedience.consequences of disobedience.consequences of disobedience.consequences of disobedience.

Psalms 39:7-13 (NLT)

And so, Lord, where do I put my hope? My only hope is in you.

 Rescue me from my rebellion. Do not let fools mock me.

  I am silent before you; I won’t say a word,  for my punishment is from you.

 But please stop striking me! I am exhausted by the blows from your hand.

 When you discipline us for our sins, you consume like a moth what is precious to us.

      Each of us is but a breath. Hear my prayer, O Lord!  Listen to my cries for help! Don’t ig-

nore my tears.   For I am your guest—a traveler passing through,as my ancestors were before 

me. Leave me alone so I can smile again before I am gone and exist no more.

Because suffering for sin has no joy or reward, tough suffering for righteousness Because suffering for sin has no joy or reward, tough suffering for righteousness Because suffering for sin has no joy or reward, tough suffering for righteousness Because suffering for sin has no joy or reward, tough suffering for righteousness 
has both. has both. has both. has both. 

Proverbs 29:6 (NLT)

Evil people are trapped by sin, but the righteous escape, shouting for joy.

Because in time my sin always brings heaviness to my heart. Because in time my sin always brings heaviness to my heart. Because in time my sin always brings heaviness to my heart. Because in time my sin always brings heaviness to my heart. 
Psalm 51: 1-15 (NLT)

Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love. Because of your great compassion, 

blot out the stain of my sins. Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.

For I recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night. Against you, and you alone, have I 

sinned; I have done what is evil in your sight. You will be proved right in what you say, and 

your judgment against me is just. For I was born a sinner— yes, from the moment my mother 

conceived me. But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom even there.

Purify me from my sins, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

Oh, give me back my joy again; you have broken me—now let me rejoice.

 Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt. Create in me a clean heart, O 

God. Renew a loyal spirit within me. Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your 

Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and make me willing to obey 

you. Then I will teach your ways to rebels, and they will return to you. Forgive me for shed-

ding blood, O God who saves; then I will joyfully sing of your forgiveness. Unseal my 

lips, O Lord, that my mouth may praise you.



Come to Me...(Matthew 11:28

Where sin and sorrow stops, and the song of the saint starts. Do I really want to get 

there? I can right now. The questions that truly matter in life are remarkably few, 

and they are all answered by the words - “Come to Me.” Our Lord’s words are not, 

“Do this, or don’t do that,” but - “Come to me.” If I will simply come to Jesus, my 

real life will be brought into harmony with my real desires. I will actually cease sin, 

and will find the son of the Lord beginning in my life.

Have you ever come to Jesus? Look at the stubbornness of your heart. You would 

rather do anything than this one simple childlike thing - “Come to Me.” If you re-

ally want to experience ceasing from sin, you must come to Jesus.

Jesus Christ makes Himself the test to determine your genuineness. Look how He 

used the word come. At the most  unexpected moments in your life there this whis-

per of the Lord - “Come to Me,” and you are immediately drawn to Him. Personal 

contact with Jesus changes everything. Be “foolish” enough to come and commit 

yourself to what He says. The attitude necessary for you to come to Him is one 

where your will has made the determination to let go of everything and deliberately 

commit it all to Him.

“...and I will give you rest” - that is, “I will sustain you, causing you to stand firm.” 

He is not saying, “I will put you to bed, hold your hand, and sing you to sleep.” But, 

in essence, He is saying, “I will get you out of bed - out of your listlessness and 

exhaustion, and out of your condition of being half dead while you are still alive. 

I will penetrate you with the spirit of life, and you will be sustained by the perfec-

tion of vital activity.” Yet we become so weak and pitiful and talk about “suffering” 

the will of the Lord! Where is the majestic vitality and the power of the Son of God 

in that?

A little Oswald Chambers for your reading pleasure.A little Oswald Chambers for your reading pleasure.A little Oswald Chambers for your reading pleasure.A little Oswald Chambers for your reading pleasure.

The BreakdownThe BreakdownThe BreakdownThe Breakdown
Don’t make following Jesus harder than it has to be. Come to Jesus and follow His 

Word. It is as simple as that...we are the ones that make the rest difficult. The diffi-

culty comes from our own unwillingness to give up what we know we should not 

have to start with. God will give you everything you need, you just have to come to 

Him and accept it. SURRENDER!!!


